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DIGEST: 

Contracting agency may properly cancel an 
invitation for bids after bid opening where 
the agency determines that sufficient funds 
are not available to make award. 

International Alliance of Sports Officials (IASO) 
protests the cancellation of invitation for bids NO. 
DADA15-83-B-0025 issued by the Department of the Army fo r  
sports officiating services at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center. 

We deny the protest. 

Bids were opened on February 28 ,  1983. The low bid 
was submitted by White Oak Officials Association in the 
amount of $21,072. IASO protested the proposed award to 
White Oak contending that White Oak consists primarily of 
military personnel and Department of Defense (DOD) civilian 
employees and that it is a violation of the rules restrict- 
ing dual employment of an individual by the Government for 
military personnel and DOD civilian employees to be paid 
for officiating sports events held at military installa- 
tions. The Army agreed with IASO and determined that White 
Oak was ineligible for award. The second low bid was 
submitted by IASO in the amount of $33,813.12. The Army 
states that because the funds available for the contract 
amounted to only $25,510, it subsequently canceled the 
solicitation. IASO has protested this action. 

opened and prices have been exDosed is not permitted unless 
a cogent and compelling reason for cancellation exists. n ’ 

contracting officer, hawever, has broad discretion in 
determining w,hether such a reason exists and thus a deter- 
mination to cancel a solicitation is not legally objection- 
able unless the protester can clearly demonstrate that 
there was no reasanable basis for it. A&M School Bus 
Service, B-208833, December 22, 1982, 82-2 CPD 5 6 6 .  In 

Cancellation of a solicitation after bids have been 
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this connection, our Office has held that an agency's 
determination that funds are not available for contract 
obligation is a sufficient reason upon which to cancel a 
solicitation and that it is not our role to question the 
unavailability of funds.' Master Painting Contractors; 
Moniaros Contracting Corporation, B-208648, B-208648.2, 
-82-2 CPD 412; Genco Tool and Engineering - Co., 61 Comp. Gen. 281 (1982), 82-1 CPD 175. It is, there- 
fore, clear that the IFB was properly canceled. See 
Allstate Flooring Company, Inc., B-205661.2, October 15, 

- 
1982, 82-2 CPD 337.  

The protest is denied. 

u of the united States 




